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Security

CyberPatriot II Founding Partners

CIAS: The Center for Infrastructure 
Assurance and Security of the Uni-
versity of Texas-San Antonio is the 
keystone of the project. The CIAS 
director, Dr. Greg White, is a colonel in the Air Force Re-
serve who works directly in the field of cyber security. CIAS 
created and conducts the annual National Collegiate Cyber 
Defense Competition.

SAIC: Science Applications Inter-
national Corporation brings high-
quality systems and expertise. It 
volunteered use of its TeamDefend 
Cyber Defense Trainer as the platform and then modified 
it at SAIC expense to accommodate CyberPatriot II’s struc-
ture. This combination of hardware and software provides 
the platform for event preparation and preliminary rounds.

The Air Force Association (AFA) is an IRS 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is 
to: Educate the public about the critical role of aerospace power in the defense of our 
nation; Advocate aerospace power and a strong national defense; and Support the 
United States Air Force, the Air Force family, and aerospace education. Contribu-
tions to AFA are tax-deductible for federal income tax purposes.

http://www.highschoolcdc.com
CyberPatriot II

CyberPatriot II Strategic Partner

General Dynamics Advanced Information Systems brought 
the expertise that underpins the DOD Cyber Crime Center, 
provided the “Head Referee” for CyberPatriot I and provides 
continuing support of personnel and expertise to the devel-
opment of CyberPatriot II.

CyberPatriot II Competition Partners

Air Force Junior ROTC and Civil Air Patrol provide access 
to high school students with “built-in” motivation toward 
citizenship and national service. Both are eager to bring 
this opportunity to their students.
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A dream comes true!

It was Feb. 26, 2009—Day One of CyberPatriot I. The yells 
and fist pumps told the story. The celebrators were teen-
aged members of Team Spaatz, an Air Force Junior ROTC 
outfit from Osceola High School in Florida, winners of this 
unique competition. They and fellow competitors showed a 
national high school cyber defense competition could excite 
and motivate students.

A good thing, too—we need their energy and talent. US 
security hinges not only on advanced fire walls and exotic 
software tools but even more so on trained, motivated, high-
quality people.

This fact motivated the Air Force Association (AFA) to cre-
ate a national cyber defense competition. It also motivated 
a number of professional partners: Center for Infrastructure 
Assurance and Security at University of Texas-San Antonio, 
with its director, Dr. Greg White (a colonel in the Air Force 
Reserve); Science Applications International Corporation, 
with its TeamDefend Cyber Defense Trainer; General Dy-
namics Advanced Information Systems, with its experience 
supporting the DOD Cyber Crime Center.

Then came the students themselves. AFJROTC and the Civil 
Air Patrol (CAP) were eager to add a cutting edge activity to 
their offerings. The competition then came to life.

CyberPatriot Goes Nationwide

The first step was to prove the concept. CyberPatriot I, held in 
conjunction with AFA’s Air Warfare Symposium in Orlando, did 
that in spades. Far more challenging will be the next step: tak-
ing CyberPatriot nationwide, creating national impact despite 
limitations of budget and personnel.

PHASE II: NATIONAL DEPLOYMENT

Key features of CyberPatriot II are geographic spread, integrat-
ed education/training element, and scalable structure for at-
home participation in qualification rounds that produce teams 
for the finals. Phase II will again draw upon AFJROTC and CAP 
units. Registration began at the end of April, with a goal of 75 
participating units. By June, sign-ups already had surpassed 
225 (in 44 states and two overseas DoD high schools). The 
academic program will be ready at the start of the 2009-10 
school year and will include classroom training on cyber secu-
rity principles and techniques. By mid-December 2009 we will 
select eight teams to advance to the finals Feb. 18-19, 2010 
in Orlando. The winning team will travel to the National Col-
legiate Cyber Defense Competition to work on the control team.

PHASE III: GROW TO THE NEED

The goal of this initiative is simple. We aim to create a self-
sustaining educational and training institution that:

� �Is open to any high school student.

� �Helps develop cyber professionals in high schools, colleges, 
and universities, and on into government, industry, and aca-
demia.

� �Provides benefits to CyberPatriot partners and our nation.

What You Can Do

It is already clear that CyberPatriot II will succeed. The real 
question now is how rapidly we can expand. With a modest 
addition of sponsors, we can offer participation to other-
service JROTCs. However, the next leap will be to provide 
participation to any high school with an interested teacher 
or advisor (we have already received many inquiries) and 
ultimately any high school student with access to a computer 
and the Internet.

That leap will require: 1) dedicated, funded curriculum 
development and deployment; 2) more robust competition 
platforms and the experts to run them; 3) assured funding 
for project management, logistics, and participant support.

We seek a sponsorship level of about $1 million for the next 
phase. Sustaining the objective program and fully exploiting 
the need might require about 10 times that amount. What 
a bargain that would be if CyberPatriot serves to materially 
strengthen the information backbone of our national defense 
and economy.

You have an opportunity to make a national impact. If you 
are interested in taking the leap along with us, contact: AFA 
Vice Chairman of the Board for Aerospace Education San-
ford Schlitt at ViceChairmanAE@afa.org or AFA Executive 
Vice President Buck Buckwalter at bbuckwalter@afa.org.

Gen. Norton Schwartz, USAF Chief of Staff, talks with Team Schriever—
Anthony Schiesz, Diana Londono, Michael Roach, and Jarrod Bennett-
Cook—from Dr. Phillips HS, Orlando, FL.

Team Spaatz (center) celebrates upon learning they have won the first 
day of the competition.


